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OSHA Revises Walking-Working Surfaces and  

Personal Fall Protection Systems, Increases Penalties 

OSHA finds that slips, trips, and falls constitute a significant risk. It is estimated that this final 

rule will prevent 29 fatalities and 5,842 lost-workday injuries annually. 

...continued on back 

Itemized List of Affected  
Walking-Working Standards 

 Inspection of Walk-Working Surfaces 
(1910.22(d)) 

 Ladders (1910.23) 
 Step Bolts and Manhole Steps 

(1910.24) 
 Scaffold Requirements (1910.27(a)) 
 Rope Descent Systems, Certification  

of Anchorages (1910.27(b)) 
 Duty to have Fall Protection and 

Falling Object Protection (1910.28) 
 Ladder Safety Systems  

(1910.28(b)(9)) 
 Phase-out “Qualified Climber”  

Exception in Outdoor Advertising 
(1910.28(b)(10)) 

 Fall Protection Systems and Falling 
Object Protection (1910.29) 

 Training (1910.30) 
 Personal Fall Protection System  

Performance and Use Requirements 
(1910.140) 

Effective Date: January 17, 2017 
Compliance Date: Varies  
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OSHA Revises Walking-Working Surfaces and  

Personal Fall Protection Systems, Increases Penalties 

Cintar Inc. performs Walking and Working Surface Inspections for many of our clients. Our Walking and Working 
Inspection Program consists of performing on-site inspections using engineers or competent design personnel who 
are familiar with OSHA, other regulatory agencies, and client standards. The reports present a detailed and 
documented listing of the findings, which is used as a baseline for future inspections, and a Repair Matrix that can 
be used as a guideline for any corrective actions that need to be performed or planned. 

The inspections include a visual assessment for evidence of improperly installed or improperly secured grating or 
deck plates, deterioration of surfaces and structural supports, observations of floor penetrations, handrail, 
toeplate, ladders and stairs. 

Ladder cages and wells will be 

completely phased out for  

existing ladders within 20 years. 

Type of Violation 2016 Penalty 

Prior to Aug 1 

2017 Penalty 

Serious 

Other-Than-Serious 

Posting  

Requirements 

$7,000 per  

violation 

$12,575 per  

violation 

Failure to Abate 

(per day beyond 

abatement date) 

$7,000 $12,675 

Willful or Repeated $70,000 per  

violation 

$124,709 per  

violation 
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